MODEL   RAILWAYS   AND    SHIPS

MAXIMUM  SCOPE  IN MINIMUM SPACE

This second picture of the Trix Twin railway shows the exciting possibilities of a small gauge.
Here the method of conducting current is most ingenious. The track has three insulated rails
and locomotive No. I is supplied by a centre rail and one outside running rail and locomotive
No. 2 by centre rail and the other outside running rail. The track has a Bakelite base and snap
fasteners so that it is easily assembled or detached.

When I first took an interest in model
railways, wide gauges were in use, but
as in those days model locomotive
design bore little relation to the real
thing, the size of gauge was not of vital
importance. Lately a demand for more
realism in models has grown up, which
has resulted in the production of smaller
gauges. You will see the necessity for
this if you study the long type of
express locomotive and realise the need
for larger radius curves to run a model
successfully.

For some years now, gauge " oo "
(which is f inch between the rails) has
been making headway. The novelty of
a comparatively inexpensive line, of a
size which could accommodate a really
comprehensive layout on a medium-
sized table, meets with great en-
thusiasm. In the case of the Trix

table railway, the locomotives are
fitted with A.C. motors, either operated
from A.C. mains through a transformer
or worked from accumulators. In the
Hornby " Dublo " system the engines
are fitted with a permanent magnet
motor working off direct current.
" OQ " is the gauge for the man who
prefers operation rather than con-
struction. In the smallest gauges the
building of locomotives and rolling
stock is hardly a task for the amateur.
He can get his fun from the running of
his layout to a timetable schedule;
and, if he has an artistic tendency, in
preparing railside features and a scenic
background for the railway. " oo "
gauge is too small for a clockwork
mechanism and hardly possible in
steam, so electricity is the only prime
mover left.